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The one was that cramming for science examinations meant a
neglect of literary studies, with a consequent failure to culti-
vate the power either of clear self-expression or of appreciating
the humancr aspects of life. And the other defect was that
public day schools of the grammar school type which carne
nearest to providing a well-balanced education were almost
non-existent in those parts of the country that had failed to
attract endowments in earlier ages.

Already in 1899 a central board of education had been
created by combining the charity commissioners' supervision
of endowed grammar schools, the science and art department's
distribution of special grants, and the education department's
distribution of elementary grants, when in 1900 the Cockerton
judgment made it imperative to substitute some rational system
at the local level also for the makeshift by-products of ill
co-ordinated examination regulations which had now been
superseded. In 1902 Balfour's unionist government therefore
set up local machinery suited to action along the lines sug-
gested by the liberals' royal commission. Rate-provided educa-
tion other than elementary was made the responsibilit)' of the
counties and county boroughs. And as these authorities then
took over the board schools in most districts, many former
higher-grade or organized science schools were metamorphosed
into county or borough secondary schools. Here and there an
endowed grammar school that could not keep going out of
fees would also come on the rates. New schools on the
grammar school model were provided whenever the supply of
schools of this higher type was inadequate. Pupil-teacher
centres were merged into secondary schools. And Sir Robert
Morant as permanent secretary during these early years of the
twentieth century made the development of public secondary
schools the principal interest of the board and therefore of
the local education authorities.

The status of these schools, the type of child recruited, and
the proportion passed on into a university, have varied con-
siderably fromrplace to place according to the degree to which
they have been overshadowed by a voluntary foundation. But